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Enayat Shahrani in his Studio, Kabul Teachers Training College
Mahatma Gandhi by Enayat Shahrani
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THE KABUL TIMES

Ben s o s Sw 2520 )

Nov+13 . 1966

Early Life In Badakhshdn lnSplres Artist

Enayatullah Shahrani, whose
one-week show of paintings at
the exhibition hall of the Mi-

_nistry of Information and Culture

closes today, says he is greatly
encouraged by the response of the
public. The exhibition includes
173 works of the young artist
done during the last five years.

Although this is the first time
he has held a one-man show,
Shahrani has been dedicatedly
\'pclishing his skill for more than
110 years. He leans heavily on his

own imagination and experiences

lbut does not refrain from seek-

1
|

|

ing guidance from noted artists
of the country such as Abdul
Ghafour Breshna.

Shahrani is working on a book!
called contemporary Artists of Af-
ghanistan. He says, “this has af-
forded me an opportunity to visit
and talk with each artist and
find out their experiences.” The
book is to come out shortly.

Nearly all Shahrani’s works are
inspired by his early life in the
fabled Badakhshan = valleys, and
the life lived there by Kochis and
others. The lines rapidly drawn
by his pencil create images of

Shahrani standing beside some of his works,

tents and caravans, and the coun-
tryside in the form of cubes, squa-
res and rectangles with astonish-
ing vividness. He also works on
canvas, and spends some time on
oil paintings.

The artist from Kash, Badakh-
shan, feels that it is important for
an artist to draw on his back-
ground, culture ~ and experience
to ‘give his work individuality. And
Shahrani is clearly aware of this.

Shahrani is now an art teacher
at the Teachers Training School
in Kabul.

Although Shahrani liked to
draw even when he was young
and started drawing seriously in
the 12th class, he did not decide
to become an art educator until
his senior year in the College of
Education, from where he grad-
uated in 1965 The winter bet-
ween his junior and senior year
was spent at the Teachers Train-
ing School, during which he colla-
borated with the art teacher,
Shabnam, to write a book about
art and secondary education.

feels students must be given a
variety of art experience to find

feels art can become a very im-
portant part of life in Afghanis-
tan for self-expression, in the
fields of commercial art and in
the home as much as in the pro-
fessional field of fine arts. He
wolild like to work towards deve-
loping a new curriculum for art
deucation in Afghanistan, so as to
develop a definite school of
Afghan art. However, as an
educator  Shahrani does mnot
confine himself to art. He is
also interested in psychology
and sociology. Knowledge of
these subjects is necessary
he feels, for all educators whe-
ther tbey teach arts of physical
education or physics. To impart
some of this knowledge to his stu-
dents_, he takes .psychology clas-
ses in the Teachers Training
School.

He is one who abhors commer-

any of his works, “I consider my
works as notes the students take
in the classes, Looking at them I
learn more of what is missing™
he says. “However, now and then,
when pressed for money, he does
work on spécial assignments.

He likes experimenting with all ‘
styles, media, and techniques, and |

out what they like doing best. He

cialism in arts. He has sold hardly '
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Shahrani admires one of his paintings on display at Kabul University.
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“Real art is one inspired

by nature”

BY A STAFF WRITER
“I was still a small boy when
I began to paint on walls and
flat things with charcoal and
whatever 1 could find. No one
in my family prevented me from

this. I did not know then what I

was doing, but now 1 underst-
and that T had unconciously sta-
ried painting. Of course, I did
not_have any body to teach or
instruet me in this field.my in-
terest was my only teacher.

These are the words Enayatu-
llah Shahrani said during an in
terview at Kabul University Li-
brary where an exhibition of
his works ig being held. Shahr-
ani is a lecturer in the Faculty
of Literature and Humanities
at Kabul University, He gradua.-
ted from Teacher's Training
School and joined the Fuculty of
Education. He is one of the fir-
st graduates of this faculty,

Shahrani calls himself an am-
ateur artist. “Through I am more
interested in yealism and cubi-
sm, 1 don’t follow any particul.
av recognized Furopean style,”
he says.

“It was between 1965—66 wh-
en I created some cubistic pie-
ces which atiracted the attention
of many artists and art lovers,”
he adds.

Shahrani is the author of a ho-
ok titled “Art in Afghanistan”
which containg the biographies
of 44 painters of the country,

“I have produced 800 paintings
so far, Though some of them ha.

...Shahrani

Another pfece by Shahrani

ve been sold at good prices. |
don't believe in merchandising
art,”

Six yearg ago one of Shahrani’s
painting by the name of “public
path” got a Press award,

At the present exhibition, be-
ing held at the Kabul University
Library, Shahrani’s 57 paintings

are on display, among them he |

himself is more interested in Ba-
dakhshan Snow, The Afghan
Girl, The Arch. of Bust, People’s
Road and the Portrait of Jora
Beig Oghli,

“The best work in art is the one
inspired by the nature, or the
one reflecling people's wishes
and desires. Otherwise, the art
deviates from its Original path”
asserts Shahrani.
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THE ARIZONA BOARD OF REGENTS BY VIRTUE OF THE AUTHORITY VESTED
IN IT BY LAW AND ON RECOMMENDATION OF THE UNIVERSITY FACULTY
DXOES HEREBY COMFER ON

ENAYATULLAH SHAHRANI

WHO HAS SATISEACTORILY OOMPLETED THE STUDIES PRESCRJBED THER_EPOR
‘THE DEGREE OF

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

WITH ALL THE RIGHTS, PRIVILEGES AND HONOR3 THBREUN”DO APPERTAINING,
GIVEN AT TUCSON, THIS TWENTIETH DAY OF DECEMBER, 1986,
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16" Novemnber, 2004

#r.Enayat Shabsani

P.0.Box 68422 .

Bloomington IN 47407

U.S.A.

Dear Mr.Shahrani,

| refer to your lelfer which | have recelved.

i am glad lo hear that you have put in efforts in wriing a small
book shoutme,

You could send the malerial to me at the same address, at your
convenience,

Yours pincerely,

LATA MANGESHKAR
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Jim Fielder

Monroe County Recorder IN
IN 2001000349 FIRM
01/04/2001 13:02:17 1 PGS
Tjilina Fee: $10.00

CERTIFICATIE OF FIRM OR PARTNERSHIP ENGAGED IN BUSINESS

UNDER NAME OTHER TI {AN THEIR OWN

NAME OF BUSINESS .~ E(,{}umu L A'fili,é Untian .
KIND OF BUSINESS NOn - pro &' 0 za o~ for Arh'sts

PLACE OF pusiness _P-0-Be qY4 B i g Zv2
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Afghanistan Artists Union

February 17, 2011

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

The Afghanistan Artists Union attests that Mr. Abdul Shokoor Khusrawy is one of the
extra ordinary talented Afghan Artist and has been a member of the Afghanistan Artist Union in
Kabul Afghanistan. Mr. Abdul Shokoor Khusrawy’s artistic contribution in Kabul while as the
Assistant Director of the Afghan National Gallery has helped the Afghan Community specially
the children to learn about the Afghan Arts and Calligraphy. The Afghanistan Artists Union
appreciate Mr. Khusrawy's efforts and contributions in bringing people together for a better
understanding and education opportunities.

I personally know Mr. Khusrawy and confirm his honesty and unconditional devotion to
the Art. As the president of the Afghanistan Artist Union’T am requesting the United States
authorities to please grant the opportunity to Mr. Abdul Shokoor Khusrawy to stay in the United
States, where he would be able to enjoy life, liberty and freedom and to be able to create arts and
to express his artistic ability as a new member of Afghanistan Artist Union in the United States.

I greatly appreciate your assistance. Please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr. Shahrani at 812-
337-8601 if you have any questions.

Sincerely

Murtaza Pardais
President of Afghanistan Artist Union (USA)
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FOREWORD

Ircmember Mr. Ghulam Murtaza Pardais as one of the talented young students of the fine arts

department at Kabul University who worked hard to obtain the necessary artistic skills with devotion

and dedication. I had the pleasure of teaching him the effective use of watercolor, which he has
mastered well. Upon graduation, he stood out among his cohorts as one of the finest in his field and was
recruited to the teaching staff of the department. With serious effort and creativity, he quickly established
himself as one of the distinguished painters in the country.

When forced, like many other artists and intellectuals, to take refuge in the safety of Pakistan, Murtaza
Pardais, despite crippling conditions of refugee life, used his artistic production not only to support his
family and relatives but also to contribute to the growth and sustenance of Afghanistan’s artistic and cultural
traditions in exile. In Islamabad, Pakistan, his magnificent depictions of dramatic landscapes and traditional
life in Afghanistan found a wide marker among the diplomatic community and connoisseur of art and
gained him considerable fame.

Upon relocating to the United States as a refugee, he tirelessly continued to produce numerous picces
of artwork despite his considerable responsibilities of caring for a large and growing family. The themes

 of his painting as depicted in this fine album of his works have teridined fociised on creative rendition of
varied cultural life in Afghanistan. For this reason, his contributions to the preservation of Afghan art and
culture are both admirable and appreciated.

As evidence of Professor Pardais’s valuable artistic achievements, contributions to Afghan arts and culture,
and high standing among the community of Afghan artists worldwide, he was elected to lead them as the
president of Afghanistan Artists Union. He has graciously accepted this important raponsiblijty and is
currently serving in this capacity to promote Afghan arts globally.

Iwish to congratulate and applaud Professor Murtaza Pardais for all his accomplishment and commend
his son, Shansab Pardais, for making this truly valuable treasure trove of his father’s works of painting
available to the lovers of Afghan arts and culture for years to come. This is a deed worthy of such a fine,

artistic family, and I wish them the very best.
ENMAYATULLAH SHAHRANI, PHD

Former Chairman and Professor of the Fine Arts Department
Kz.bul University, Afghanistan
| March 18, 2011
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own particular realism, sometimes the brand of take from condition and social environment of thar time
have released its possession from the composition and proportions and makin;g,.sa.mmess that regulacly
was faced to difficulty in its performance, Even he could describe through his paintings the mixed media.
Which was caused surprised of spectators. As itis seen, heat least such as seen, he at least such as description
method or reflex has saved in respect of subject up to now. Sometimes his creared paintings could not be
made the tableaw’s frame to limic the determined frame, But most of work that are caused to determine
him as powerful painter arc those cableaus that are with a more thicker color and respect of teaching of.
half incident, That may have been without presketch. Even though it may have been ok place as with
a painting card, Even he is a successful in such as work that has not recommended the minatory painting
details to his painting brush or card.

%

It is mentionable, as we have pointed out on half incident; the by chance painting is that the painting
work is started by chance; later if painters want he will step up intentionally in the second phase, In regarding
to half incident, Pardais already had the idea in his mind, in that time he may create his half incident with
touch withour preprepared sketch, which T have called it as a half incident. All that I have spoken of are
scen in using blue color, the thick watercolors ate being dropped over on the paper water and then these
drawings will be developed by sclected color; these actions usually resulted to an ateraction and effective
drawings. At last have to say; that what surprises me is that Pardais is same up to now as he was before.
Exception in one or two cases the Pardais features is similar to New York wise people.

PROFESSORS MOHAMMAD AKBAR SALAM

Kabul University
Master of Painting in the Department of Fine Arts Faculty

AY

(A diary on convas, by Shansab Pardais, USA, Y+ 1Y)
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Ghulam Murtaza Pardais and Mohammad Akbar Salam

Y ngenious who, arc trying to touch simply in artistic creation, their creation usually were with
Imorives as power and ability in the creation of drawing and sometimes by accepted order for their
economical statues impravement and sometimes based on their necessary, social mission, artistic

and what tha they felt and experienced, heartily with a love have created for others. It is clear that in such

as artistic creations the undertake of ingenious even to the well-known and wealth are kepr in mind.

Respected Mr. Pardais who is an elaborate and more creative artist and is touched of every three kind of
monuments creation motive, we will find soon through of bit accuracy about his monuments. Although the
number of such as ingenious are seen majority, but what that is important is as any ingenious in inclined
to one of its aspects and ot in other words, the most part of that creation is consisted by ane of these three
metheds of polishing to artistic creation. It is a long time since thac | know respected Pardais the ingenious
painter; we have been sincerity together for three decades, I perceive him betrer than any other Afghan
paineers, I should confess, that my friend have manly resisted against the hardships of life and was able to
continue artistic creation in favorable and nonfavorable conditions. Although his academic education is in
the field of sculpture but he is heartily fond of painting sometime the necessary of further description of his
requires ate considered for 1o compound both of these arts also didn't save himself from doing that action.
Ghulam Murraza Pardais is the ingenious that possesses of senses limited to him and is of good seniiments.
He chase continued his act of artistic creation in any undesirable situation and bad condition of the time
in the country. This is caused that he should be more elaborated than his eolleagues, and should express
different senses regarding his monuments; pechaps he may have been in seeking of such as way, to be able
to be responsible searching ability and art to which he was too fond.

In any case, besides the above mentioned cases, in respect of working methods he has examined
different polishing, among his painting of year 1364 were with more detailed in those moments frankly
are appearell the effects of minatory painting. In respect of the subject, all monuments had relation w its
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and I therefore begun my search for him. Tt was not casy to get hold of Professor Pardais as I had ini.
tially thought! How;c\rcr, I'was finally helped by Professor Eanyatullah Shahrani, a renowned Afghar
writer and scholar in establishing contact with Ustaad Murtaza Pardais. As I managed to connect with
Professor Pardais, | asked him about what had really motivated him to create such grand master pieces
ofart! He simply explained to me that the realities of the time! “My graduation from the college of art,
in Kabul, Afghanistan, somewhat coincided with the eruption of the conflict in the country, and since
then, I have produced about thirteen hundred pieces of paintings, the majoril)? of which are reflecting
the realities of the three decades of the Afghan conflict and its legacies.” Professor Pardias said that he
has virtually lived the war and devastation for three decades in Afghanistan, and his paintings are a di-
rect and clear manifestation of the calamities of war in the country and the thirst of the Afghan people
for the return and restoration of peace and normaley back to their beloved homeland.

The extraordinary paintings of Ustaad Pardais that I have had the privilege of seeing them be-
fore their publication in this rich Album are larger than life, and they depict every aspect and corner
of Afghan realities during the three decades of conflict; it reflects the various walks of culture, customs
and beauty of Afghanistan brought to life through different schools and styles of creative arts, from
classic to realism, from Ampersunism to Miniature all the way to Modern schools and styles. It was in
view of such an impressive background that I have had the honor to help facilitate the inclusion of his
outstanding pieces of art at one of the United Nations international painting exhibitions, held in New
York.

The very distinguished artistic works of Professor Murtza Pardais, which I have had the honor
to recommend their publication in the form of the present Album, once again festify to the true defini-
tion of genuine art being: “the true reflection of concepts in the images and thosc of the images in the
concepts”,

AMBASSADOR
WAHEED WAHEEDULLAH (PH. D.)

(A dairy on Cnvas, by Shansab Pardais, USA, Y+1Y)
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Dr. Waheed Waheedullah's portrait by Murtaza Pardais

ABOUT PROFESSOR MURTAZA PARDAIS
WHY THIS ALBUM!

s a political scientist and specialist in the field of global peace & security and as

the architect and designer of Bonn 2001 Agreement on Afghanistan, I have al-

ways been interested, both personally and professionally, to find out if someone,
either an Afghan or a foreigner had reflected the realities of the long and bitter conflict in Afghani-
stan through their works of art and paintings. Whilst conducting a thorough research in this regard,
I came across some unique and extraordinary master pieces of paintings by an Afghan artist called
Ustaad Murtaza Pardais. Having been extremely impressed by those legendry pieces of true art, which
were accessible on the internet, 1 decided that I should get in touch with this amazing Afghan artist,
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